Zephaniah
Josiah and Zephaniah
Lesson 14

Josiah (640-609 B.C.) - 2 Kings 22-23:30 & 2 Chronicles 34 - 36:1

1. Following the very brief reign of Amon, his son Josiah became king of Judah.
Using 2 Kings 22:1 & 2:
e How old was Josiah at that time?

¢ How long did he reign?

¢ How was he rated as king?

Zephaniah the Prophet (640 - 621 B.C.)

An additional piece of information is added in 2 Chronicles 34:3a, “In the 8 year of his reign,
while he was still young, [Josiah was 16] he began to seek the God of his father David.” Moses had
said in Deuteronomy 4:29, “If you seek the Lord your God, you will find Him if you look for Him with
all your heart and with all your soul.” When Josiah sought the Lord, the prophet Zephaniah was
sent to him. Turn in your Bible almost to the end of the Old Testament to find the book of
Zephaniah.

2. What where the first words Zephaniah brought to Josiah? (vs.1:1-3)

3. Atfter telling Josiah how God felt, he became very specific. From Zephaniah 1:4-6 fill in:

o Where

o What

e Who

e Why
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4.

What command did Zephaniah give to Josiah and why? (vs. 1:7a)

Zephaniah continued in the past tense, “The Lord has prepared a sacrifice, He has consecrated
[set aside for His service] those He has invited.” Who does he say the Lord would punish?
(vs. 1:8,9)

He described what it would be like in Jerusalem on that day. Make a list of the descriptive
words he used. (vs. 1:10, 11)

Who else does the Lord say He would search out and what reason was given?
(vs. 1:12,13)

What do you think it means that He will “search Jerusalem with lamps”?

In verses 14-18, Zephaniah’s prophecy moved to the final “Great Day of the Lord,” which is
still in the future. What advice and hope did he give? (vs. 2:1-3)
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10. Following this ray of hope, Zephaniah returned to the near future and how God’s
judgment would be carried out on Judah’s neighbors. Summarize in a few words what
would happen to:
¢ The Philistines (vs. 2:4-7)

¢ Moab & Ammon (vs. 2:8-11)

e Cush (vs. 2:12)

e Assyria (vs. 2:13-15)

11. After stating that all these nations who had come against God’s people would be
punished, Zephaniah continued by saying that Jerusalem herself would not go
unpunished. How did he describe Jerusalem at this time? (vs. 3:1, 2)

12. Who does the Lord draw special attention to and why? (vs. 3:3, 4)

Who Why

13. With leadership like that, where can one turn to for hope? (vs. 3:5)
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The Lord reminded Josiah that He is sovereign and He is the one who judges and carries
out the punishment. What does the Lord say “they” (those listed in verses 3 & 4) do?
(vs. 3:7)

After delivering God’s message of the coming judgment, he presented the “therefore.”
What is it there for? (vs. 3:8)

What will be the outcome of the Lord’s judgment? (vs. 3:9-13)

What words does Zephaniah use to describe the mood of Jerusalem and its remnant at
that time? (vs. 3:14, 15)

Verse 16 begins “On that day....” What day? (vs. 3:20)

What will that day be like? (vs 3:16-20)

In the Word Bible Studies
www.InTheWordStudies.com Copyright Marci Ford, 2001-2003



