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1 Kings 21 
Humility & Repentance 

Lesson 16 
 

“King Ahab was a thoroughly despicable man.  He ruined himself and his people with idolatry.  He let 
his evil wife Queen Jezebel dominate him.  He pouted when he didn’t get his way.  He hated the prophets 
of God - killing many and hounding Elijah relentlessly.  But remarkably, when Ahab sank to his worst, 
the glory of God’s prophetic word wrung repentance from even his hard heart.” 

Joseph Snider “Receiving or Refusing God’s Glory” 
 
Naboth’s Vineyard 
1. Ahab maintained at least two palaces, one in his capital city of Samaria and another in the 

city of Jezreel overlooking the Jezreel Valley (or Plain of Esdraelon).  Describe the 
situation in 1 Kings 21:1-3. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. What was Naboth referring to?  (Numbers 36:7) 
 
 
 
3. While Naboth sought to obey the Lord, how did Ahab react to Naboth?  (vs. 4) 
 
 
4. His wife, Queen Jezebel, went to him to find out why he refused to eat.  He told her the 

situation and what was her assessment?  (vs. 7) 
 
 
5. The queen had no difficulty in breaking God’s Laws.  Why not? 

(1 Kings 16:30-31, 18:18-19) 
 
 
6. How did she plan to get Naboth’s vineyard?  (vs. 8-10) 
 
 
 
 
7. What did the elders and noblemen of Jezreel do when they received the queen’s letter 

sealed in the king’s name?  (vs. 11-14) 
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8. Even if Jezebel wasn’t an Israelite and acquainted with God’s covenant and laws, Ahab 
was.  When he was informed of Naboth’s death, what did the king of Israel do? 
(vs. 15, 16) 

 
 
 
 
 
9. Israel seemed to have sunk to a new spiritual low.  If you were the judge in this case, what 

would your verdict be for each of the following people and why? 

Person 
Guilty or 
Innocent 

Why 

Naboth 
  

Queen Jezebel 
  

The Elders & Nobles 
  

The two scoundrels 
  

King Ahab 
  

 
10. Who did the Lord God of Israel hold accountable of this murder, how did He inform the 

murderer, and what was the sentence?  (vs. 17-19) 
 
 
 
11. After receiving the news, what did the murderer call God’s messenger?  Please comment.  

(vs. 20a) 
 
 
 
12. Elijah wasn’t done with Ahab yet.  Speaking as the Lord, what further message did he give 

to him?  (vs. 20b-22 & 24) 
 
 
 
 
13. What was God’s judgment upon Jezebel?  (vs. 23) 
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14. The writer of Kings added his own commentary on King Ahab.  What did he have to say 
about him?  (vs. 25, 26) 

 
 
 
15. Elijah had delivered a pretty graphic message to Ahab from the Lord.  The writer of Kings 

indicated even that probably was too good for such a wicked and vile man.  Ahab was 
smart enough to finally recognize Elijah spoke the truth of God.  What did he do when he 
finally heard Elijah’s words?  (vs. 27) 

 
 

• What was that recognized as an outward sign of?  (Genesis 37:38) 
 
 
16. Once again the Lord sent Elijah to Ahab with a message.  What did Elijah tell Ahab?  

Please comment.  (vs. 28, 29) 


